PETER    WENTWORTH

was assured would at last come to pass, but her Majesty had
determined that the question should be suppressed as long
as she lived."

Wentworth's spirit might be unquenchable, but his body
was unable to bear the close confinement. On September
S, his punishment was mitigated and, because he was
found " by reason of his close imprisonment to grow (with
his age) weak and diseased/5 he was granted the liberty of
the prison. On September 27 he was released " upon
bonds to be first taken of him to remain at the house of the
parson of Whitechapel."

VI
It might have been thought that, at the end of his third
imprisonment. Peter Wentworth would have learnt wisdom.
Yet5 at the beginning of the 1593 Parliament, he moved a
petition asking his Sovereign Lady to entail the succession.
This time her patience was exhausted. Next day, Sunday,
February 25, he was sent to the Tower, where he was to
remain for nearly five years till death released him. In this
last long silence, only a word or two reached the outer world.
That same spring his brother Paul died, an event which
must have further helped to shatter his health. On May 29
he was so ill that he was granted a certain degree of liberty
and allowed to be visited by his sons, his friends and
physicians, and to have a servant continually in attendance.
His wife came to share his lot, and for three years remained
with him. Then death claimed her also. She was buried
in the Chapel of St. Peter ad Vincula on July 21, 1596.
Four days after her funeral, his rooms were searched
secretly for copies of his offending book. One was found
and confiscated, but " upon his soul's pain " he denied that
he had others. But the rigour of his imprisonment increased
once more.
Another year dragged by. Then, in the summer of 1597,
he pleaded for himself to the extent of admitting that he
would " be glad of whatsoever liberty her Majesty may grant
him,35 asking only that he might not return to Lillingstone
Lovell, since " no place will be so uncomfortable to him as
that house in regard of the want of his wife whom he so
dearly loved, whose memory will be always renewed thereby
to his great grief." He was asked to give an unconditional
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